
Based on the information from the literary piece “The Devil’s Highway” by Luis Alberto Urrea, the border patrol is the reason why the events in that book occurred. The border patrol blandly did its job and it affected both the immigrants and their jobs. They were easily influenced by the immigrants’ attempts to get pass and fell due to corruption, and once their corruption tests came around, they feared they would lose their jobs so they were reckless in assisting the immigrants.


Before the fear of losing their jobs even occurred in their minds, they fell to corruption. Most individuals look for ways to make extra money, in the Border Patrols case, they fell for bribes. They exchanged sums of money for letting the immigrants pass or help them get past other obstacles. They also assisted in smuggling drugs along with the illegal immigrants. “Increased corruption is linked in part, to tougher enforcement, driving smugglers to recruit federal employees as accomplices.” (Archibold/Becker, the New York Times, May 27, 2008 pg. 1). This quote proves that there has been corruption regarding Border Patrol and immigration.

Similar to the Border Patrol’s corruption, they also slack on the job. They have been late to update others on the information of immigrants or even deceased immigrants. They have been noted to stay in heavily guarded locations, lack in the ambition to expand search locations. Because of this, they are risking the safety of the country (homeland security) by leaving locations like these open for potential terrorists to get in our country and become a threat.“ If anything, they’re Wellton 14, we found them. Yuma didn’t do s***.” (Urrea, The Devils Highway pg.32). This shows that the patrol was so lazy, that an entirely different unit found deceased immigrants in their area of “patrolling”.

Their laziness may have affected their patrolling, but the true cause may have been their fear. Over time there is a period in which the Border Patrol run into an occasional test called “Corruption Test” where they simply ask you question based on immigration issues, and review your career’s profile and information. They put themselves into these situations because of desperate advances in acquiring money. “James F. Tomsheck, who is in charge of internal affairs for customs and border Protection, said that about 60 percent of candidates failed the test and were turned away, including some who officials believed had ties to criminal organizations.” (Archibold, New York Times, March 11, 2010)

With all of these problems coming from the Border Patrol, will there be change? A change needs to be made immediately otherwise things will continue to go wrong with immigration. There have been far too many lost lives thanks to the absence of action from the Border Patrol. People successfully get past the patrol only to be greeted by the blazing heat of the desert and often failed attempts of making it to their destination because of their death. “A mother staggers into a desert village carrying the limp body of her son; doors locked in her face ” (Urrea, The Devils Highway pg.20).

The Border Patrol is truly the reason why the events in the book “The Devils Highway” occurred. If the Corruption, lack of action, and fear of the Patrol never played a factor in their jobs, the immigration death issue would be greatly reduced. In turn, none of the events in the book would have taken place.
